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become sick or die while being fed such hay or silage, it is very convenient to blame the feed without sufficient proof that it was the actual cause. Most sweet-clover hay and silage contain molds of various kinds, but this is not necessarily bad for the sheep. The molds may produce certain changes in the hay or silage as to make it indigestible, but molds have never been convicted beyond a doubt of being the direct cause of deaths in sheep.
As pointed out in the discussion of forage poisoning in horses, molds may favor the growth of botulinus germs and thus cause poisoning, but aside from this molds are not harmful. Some investigators may even question the role that molds are supposed to play in the production of botulinus or forage poisoning. Fitch, Eckles, and Seal, of Minnesota, fed pails of pure molds to sheep without any ill effects. From their experiments and feeding trials, it would appear that the poisonous properties of molds are much over-rated.
SORB BYES
Sheep and especially lambs suffer from a disease commonly called sore eyes. This eye trouble may be caused by some irritation such as injuries, dust, or pollens from grasses. In some sections this disease may become general in several of the neighborhood flocks and appear to be contagious.
Symptoms
The disease begins as an inflammation of the eyeball, the eye being inflamed, reddened, and often showing a discharge which, while watery at first, usually becomes yellow and sticky after a few days.
The affected animal keeps its eyes closed and tears flow freely. The eyelids soon become affected and may be swollen shut with a gummy secretion along the edges of the lids. If nothing is done to allay the irritation, the eyeball may become cloudy and ulcers may be seen. These usually break and give the whole eye a nasty appearance. Repeated attacks of this disease often end in the sheep becoming